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What’s on 
today from 
me..

What is our programme’s 
research focus?

What are we doing now?

What do we have 
planned?



$

Animal wellbeing programme

Levy FY21 - $3.65M

MDC FY21 - $5.87M

40 active projects 



Animal wellbeing 
research themes

• Parasitic disease

• Infectious disease

• Nutrition

• Invasive animals

• Welfare

• Wellbeing assessment

• Pain management



Animal Wellbeing 
pain research focus
• RM2030: Continuous improvement of the 

welfare of animals in our care

• The knowledge gaps remain the same:

• novel and better therapeutics

• novel and better analgesic 
formulations

• improved surgical husbandry 
techniques

• improved measures of chronic pain



Current projects

• Field validation of NUMNUTS device

• adoption-focused project

• public and producer attitude survey

• phasing out of mulesing 



What’s 
next?

• a focus on individual animal lifetime 
welfare assessment

• develop a Lifetime Animal Welfare 
Index

• provide for a standard benchmarking 
system akin to MSA

• will rely heavily on robust measures of 
lifetime welfare


