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Current Management

Attitudes

Barriers

Non Replacement 
Dairy Calves

Sire characteristics,
cow characteristics,
calving outcomes
(calving difficulty,
stillbirths)

Factors influencing
farmer’s decision
making about beef
bull selection

Research Aim: To support increased utilisation of NRDC for the                   
red meat market  

Research Aim: To support increased utilisation of NRDC for the                   
red meat market  



Preliminary results of survey conducted in 2018 (TIA) Preliminary results of survey conducted in 2018 (TIA) 

Survey Credit – Thomas Snare, Lydia Turner, Alison Hall (TIA) and Lesley Irvine

Farm Demographics Cows Calves

Survey (Collected 2018)

51%

32%

17%

NRDC - Risk to business

Risk

No Risk

Not Sure



Do you have the capacity to rear more 
calves?
Do you have the capacity to rear more 
calves?

No
56%Yes

30%

Unsure
14%

CAPACITY TO REAR MORE 
CALVES

Yes - 77%

No - 23%

Why Not Beef Bulls?

“Calving Ease”

“Because selling jersey cross is not very 
attractive”

“All we want is a cow in milk who calves 
with no fuss. The calf is of no consequence”



Data collection – 7 commercial dairy farms

Cow data collection 
at AI – 4610 cows

Cow data collection 
pre-calving

Calving data 
collection

Data collection –
Calf weights

Project update:

- Collected breeding, AI data, 
BCS and body weights of 4610 
cows from 3 farms

- Survey Launch in December 
to capture attitudes and 
barriers

- Personnel interviews with 
Tassie farmers

Thank you and for any further query get in touch at shilpa.thakur@utas.edu.au


