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AIM: To develop and trial a protocol to
assess the welfare of lot fed cattle in
Australia

Welfare == important

1. Ethics and morality 3. Social licence (societal
(responsibility) expectations)

2. Legislations (standards 4. Production (bottom-
and guidelines) line profitability)
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PROTOCOL DEVELOPMENT

0 REV|EW EXISTING PROTOCOLS MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

Identify and consider welfare measures applicable to the Australian feedlot
context (application at national level)

» Key aspects: Feedlot level, Pen-side, Yard, & Transport

« 5 international protocols (n = 5) & industry documents (n = 3)

02 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND REVIEW

* Assurance that all relevant issues are addressed and
ensures feasibility and practicality were considered

O 3 PILOTING
« Testing under commercial conditions; monthly visits WA (n = 3), QLD (n = 4)
& SA (n=1)
* Determine validity & feasibility, and further refinement
» Allow recommendations on timing of assessment, sample size & frequency 2
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MEASURES FOR PILOTING [

In addition to measures to capture relevant feedlot level information (e.g., relevant  MEAT &LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA
SOPs, compliance, facility information; n = 63), 109 potential measures were

evaluated - 95 measures (animal-, resource-, and management-based) were put

forward for piloting under the Pen-side, Yard, & Transport assessments

1. GOOD FEEDING 2. GOOD HOUSING

20 measures - 14 measures « 35 measures — 37 measures
e.g., body condition score, water - e.g., panting score, coat cleanliness, agitation
and feed access by flies, climate

3. GOOD HEALTH 4. APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR

37 measures — 17 measures * 17 measures - 31 measures

e.g., mortalities and morbidities,  e.g., cattle demeanour, posture, slips and falls
lameness, BRD signs 4



POTENTIAL APPLICATION

Internal tool: track performance
and enable improvements at
feedlot level

02 External tool: benchmarking at
industry level

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MELBOURNE

MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

Truck ID:

Number of animals
Average bodyweight, kg

*No animals present that are unfit for transport

=

Comments (e.g. concerning any Injured animals and % of animals that appear foot sore. Also Include any animals that are

transported under veterinary certificate).

*Shade provided In all dispatch holding pens

*Water provided In all dispatch holding pens

*Holding pen density less than 75% occupled

‘Loading denslities as per standards (attached)

*Truck well aligned (no gaps, level)

*Handling ald used on less than 50% of animals

*Electric prodder used on less than 10% of animals

*No misuse or abuse of handling alds

*Slips and falls during loading less than 2%

*No cattle with restricted head room (cattle can freely stand)
*Stock crate free from sharp edges, holes etc.

*No open mouth panting (PS greater than or equal to 3) at loading cattle
Total for truck
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