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ASKBILL provides prediction

 The amount and quality of pasture
– feed budgets to determine stocking rate

 Live weight and body condition score
– supplementary feeding rates required to reach targets

 The level of risk from worm and sheep blowfly 

infestations
– change in risk following treatment

 The risk from extreme cold and heat
– benefits from shelter
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Value from using ASKBILL

 How do you know that current practice is optimal?

– WormBoss: annual cost of up to $5/ewe of not using 

best practices

– LTEM: annual cost of $3−$5/ewe of not managing ewe 

condition score

– Desktop: Improved allocation of pasture feed and 

control of animal production estimated to offer annual 

on-farm benefits of $80/ha (Henry et al. 2012)
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Why bother asking

Doer
• Irrational

• Short term

• Regrets 

Planner
• Rational

• Long term

• Few regrets
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Help tactical decision making

 Negative impact comes before visual signs

 Early detection: critical and requires prediction

– collection of on-farm data and analysis has additional 

cost, workload and time (limited forecast skill)

– technologies for auto-monitoring are not at the stage 

of ready application
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Aid prediction without increasing 

workload
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Bureau of Meteorology
(historic, current, forecast)

Pasture and soil 
moisture 

monitoring

Flystrike
model

Worm 
model

Extreme 
weather

Feed on offer  and 

Feed budgets

Flystrike 
risk

Pasture 
infectivity

Cold & 
Heat stress

• Live weight

• Condition score

• Wrinkle and dag

• Fleece weight

• Pregnancy scan

• Wool traits

Forecasts, What-ifs and Alerts

Livestock parameters 
and monitoring

Soil moisture & 
Pasture models

Predicted weight 
and CS change

Feed intake & 
growth model

RamSelect 

Farm weather measurement

• Growth potential

• Wrinkle

• Wool

• Worm resistance 

Impact of factors operating alone and in combination

Sheep Genetics
(genetic parameters)

Farm input, FMS
(animal data)

Farm input
(pasture,soil data)

Climate database
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Traffic light report
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Pasture availability - LTA

PAST 270 DAYS COMING 90 DAYS

90 day forecast 

OK compared to LTA
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Pasture target

Target 

2200 kg DM/ha

Predicted 

1900 kg DM/ha

Watch carefully

7,403                                             76%
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Live weight target

Target 55 kg

Predicted 51 kg

Take action

180                                      100%
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Risk from worm infection

COMING 90 DAYS
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Flystrike Risk
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What if I apply a fly treatment?
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Reduced flystrike risk

Preventative 

treatment removes 

risk
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Confirm the accuracy of ASKBILL

 Validation farms

– On-farm comparison of observed and predicted

– Regions, enterprises, animal class

– Peter Fitzgerald (UNE Masters), Laura Kemmis

 Opportunity to improve models
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What is ASKBILL?

A web-based app that offers major benefits for 

productivity & wellbeing

 Prediction – forecasts risks on your property

 Prevention – provides time to take action

 Production – improves animal performance
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Profit and peace of mind
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