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Context | People



Context | Planet



Context | Profit



Context | Plant‐based meat alternatives



Animal welfare | Community

86% farm animals dying during drought
80% slaughter of fully conscious animals
76% castration of cattle/sheep without

pain relief
76% live export for slaughter overseas

McCrindle (2018) RSPCA public perception report.



Animal welfare | Community

95% concerned about the treatment
of farm animals

"I don't trust the industry, or the way things
are portrayed. Certain things are kept hidden."

65% willing to pay more
Futureye (2018) Australia’s shifting mindset on farm animal welfare.



Animal welfare | Community

66% Withholding food/water during transport (89%)
63% Painful procedures without pain relief (88%)
61% Hormones for growth promotion (86%)
59% Antibiotics for growth promotion (85%)
57% Live export of farm animals (82%)
56% Overcrowding and space restriction of farm animals (85%)
58% Use of blunt force trauma to kill farm animals (82%)
53% Debeaking (81%)
50% Maceration (shredding) of male chicks (79%)
Futureye (2018) Australia’s shifting mindset on farm animal welfare.



Animal welfare | Community

Futureye (2018) Australia’s shifting mindset on farm animal welfare.



Priorities | Animal welfare priority setting

•Societal issues
•Animal welfare concerns
•Animal welfare science
•Productive and profitable industry



Priorities | Current RD&E themes

1. Animal welfare assessment
2. Pain assessment & management
3. Management, housing & husbandry
4. Transport, euthanasia & slaughter
5. Attitudinal effects on the welfare of livestock
6. Education, training & extension



Priorities | RD&E focus areas
1. Understanding and providing opportunities for animals to experience 

positive affective states
2. Replacing aversive practices
3. Replacing high‐confinement housing systems
4. Reducing water/feed curfews 

Improving on‐farm euthanasia and mass euthanasia
Improving handling & stunning at slaughter

5. Addressing barriers to adoption of improved practices
6. Measuring & monitoring industry performance

and communicating to the public



Aim | Improving animal welfare standards

•High‐value product
•Strong animal welfare credentials
•Supported by science
•Accepted by the community
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