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Recent Australian study found that smothering accounted for 16% of 
mortality across 84 flocks

Consistent with UK study smothering on average accounted for 16% 
of total mortality by 71 weeks of age, respectively (Defra, 2015).
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Attraction 
to 
humans

More piling

Relationship between flock response to humans and 
reported piling behaviour

Previous work – Flock level

Relationship between flock response to novelty and 
reported piling behaviour

Attraction 
to novelty 
(outdoors)

What about individuals?
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Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)
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Novel object test

Novel objects placed on RFID 
antenna areas, one at either 
end of the pen

Human Test
Assessing the response of the 
individual hens in a group to an 
unfamiliar human
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Is the individual hen’s 
response to novelty associated 
with their behaviour in a pile?

Questions?


